London Boroughs Biodiversity Forum (LBBF)

Terms of Reference updated 2010
The forum was established in 1999 in recognition of the role that the London Boroughs play in devising and implementing biodiversity action plans in the capital. They are major landowners, policy makers, funders, and facilitators and have crucial roles within Planning, Highways, Education, Leisure and Community and many other areas.

The membership of LBBF is limited to council officers - it is felt that other groups and individuals have other opportunities to be involved in the biodiversity process in London. However it is open to all London boroughs regardless of the current situation with regard to participation in the London BAP or development of borough BAPs.  

The LBBF is independent and meets separately from the London Biodiversity Partnership (LBP).  However we do maintain strong links through attendance by the LBBF chair at LBP board meetings and through representation on key LBP groups by borough representatives
.  The LBBF is also represented on: 
· GIGL (Greenspace Information for Greater London - the open space and biodiversity records centre for London) steering group.

· London Wildlife Sites Board (LWSB)

· London Invasive Species Initiative (LISI) 
LBBF is a networking forum, rather than policymaking. Meetings are held 4 times per year with additional information circulated between meetings as appropriate.

The Forum:

· Promotes exchange of information, good practice and a discussion of problems;

· Inputs to the London Biodiversity Action Plan:

· Provides support for and promotes compatibility of Borough Biodiversity Action Plans in all stages (writing, consultation, implementation, monitoring and review);

· Creates potential for cross borough activity;

· Helps identify joint funding opportunities; and

· Helps raise awareness of biodiversity.

· Acts as a London regional forum for Association of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE)

� Key LBP groups at which LBBF is represented are: board; habitats, species & data;  communications 


	





